The title compound, [Co(C 6 H 12 O 4 ) 2 ]ÁH 2 O, was prepared by mild heating of an aqueous solution. The Co II ion has a slightly distorted octahedral coordination environment which is defined by two N atoms occupying the apical position, while the equatorial plane is furnished by two hydroxy O atoms and two carboxylate O atoms. The four hydroxy O atoms from two distinct N,N-bis(2-hydroxyethyl)glycine (bicH 2 À ) ligands act as hydrogen-bond donors with two carboxylate O atoms as acceptors to form O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonded layers extending parallel to (100). In addition, the guest water molecule acts as both a hydrogen-bond donor and acceptor, so that each Co(bicH 2 ) 2 molecule is connected simultaneously to six neighbouring Co(bicH 2 ) 2 and two guest water molecules by hydrogen bonding.
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S1. Comment
The design and synthesis of transition metal coordination complexes based on those multi-dentate flexible carboxylate ligands have attracted significant attention due to their structural diversity and utility in supramolecular chemistry and crystal engineering. Iminodiacetic acid (Cui et al., 2008; Kong et al., 2008) , nitrilotriacetic acid (Ma et al., 2009 ) and N-(2-carbamoylmethyl)iminodiacetic acid (Bugella-Altamirano et al., 2003) have been known as effective ligands for transition metal ions. As an analogous ligand, N,N-bis(2-hydroxyethyl) glycine is a widely used buffer in many biochemical studies. However, transition metal complexes with N,N-bis(2-hydroxyethyl) glycine has been less extensively studied, and only a few reports describing N,N-bis(2-hydroxyethyl) glycine complexes have appeared (Graham et al., 2009; Katsoulakou et al., 2011; Liu et al., 2013; Inomata et al., 2001; Messimeri et al., 2002) . In the present report, we describe the synthesis and structure of title compound.
Single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis shows that the title compound crystallizes in the monoclinic space group Table 1 .
S2. Experimental
A mixture of CoCl 2 ·6H 2 O (0.237g, 1mmol) and N,N-bis(2-hydroxyethyl) glycine; (0.16g, 1mmol) was dissolved in water (20mL) and then drop of ethlylene diamine was added, and the mixture was stirred vigorously for 1h at 60 °C. Slow evaporation of the clear solution resulted in the separation of blue block crystals.
S3. Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and treated as riding on their parent atoms [C-H =0.97 Å and Uiso = 1.2Ueq
(C) for CH 2 H atoms].
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Figure 1
The structure of the title complex, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. H atoms have been omitted for clarity.
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